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Crystal Hughes
Tackles the Flatbed Flatseamer!
Crystal Hughes was the first employee at Bestwork Industries for the Blind
to run the new Yamato flatbed flatseamer. She was a natural choice since
she has proved to be a skilled seamstress in her 8 ½ years at Bestwork.
Sewing and assembling various military garments since 2012, Crystal
was eager to take on the flatbed flatseamer, which is designed to improve
productivity and quality. Fabric is stabilized on the flatbed, allowing the
operator to concentrate on handling. She is still perfecting the technique
and will help train others in the near future. We appreciate Crystal’s
enthusiasm to rise to the challenge of the new high-performance machine.
Crystal is legally blind but manages to take public transportation to
the carpool van in Philadelphia, which transports her to Bestwork’s
headquarters in Cherry Hill, NJ. She and her coworkers appreciate each
other’s company as well as the meaningful work. In her spare time, Crystal
enjoys shopping, eating out, and visiting the casinos.

Joseph E. Saxon Displays Art at Bryn Mawr
Bestwork Industries is loaded with
talent. Employee, Joseph E. Saxon,
is an artist who brings to life his
love of aesthetics. A graduate of
the Art Institute of Pittsburgh,
Joseph uses watercolors, acrylics,
oils, airbrushing, pastels, pencils,
and most recently, sculpture and
pottery. He worked for many years as a freelance
artist for advertising firms throughout Philadelphia.
For the second year in a row, Joseph is displaying a
painting in the Bryn Mawr Rehab Art Show, which
serves as a showcase and marketplace for talented
artists with disabilities. Joseph is legally blind.

The Art Ability program at Bryn Mawr seeks to
inspire artists to reach beyond their limitations and
explore their own creativity as well as educate the
community about the extraordinary abilities of
artists with physical, cognitive, hearing, and visual
impairments. Joseph’s painting will be on display
until the end of January.
When Joseph isn’t working various jobs for
Bestwork Industries, he can be found creating
at Allens Lane Art Center in Mt. Airy. Check
out Joseph’s beautiful work at Joesaxon.
fineartstudioonline.com and watch for details on
his upcoming one-man show!
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John L. (Jack) Hughes
Get on Board!
Bestwork Industries is looking
for creative, resourceful, and
compassionate professionals to
serve at least a one-year term on
our Board of Directors. In today’s
competitive business environment,
we need people to help us grow
by sharing their expertise as we
navigate into the future.
We are actively recruiting volunteers
who can help us to ensure a strong,
vibrant organization relevant to our
not-for-profit mission to provide
meaningful employment in a
supportive work setting for people
who are blind or visually impaired.
Please request a
BOD Recruitment Packet at
info@bestworkindustries.org.

Jack Hughes served on the Bestwork Board
of Directors for 19 years, 17 in the role of
Chairman. He is extremely proud that,
over the course of time, Bestwork was able
to increase the number of employees and
trainees from just a handful to more than
100 in 2019.
“Perhaps the most notable result during
my tenure as a Board member was our successful transition
through a financial struggle due to sudden cutbacks in
government orders,” remembers Jack. “The Board and our CEO
pulled together and got us through this difficult period with
flying colors!”
Jack is also pleased with the expansion and expertise of the
Bestwork training programs and believes that Bestwork’s future
will prosper under a capable Board of Directors, a great CEO,
a talented staff, and a solid financial foundation.
Jack remains active in the Lions Club, Gloucester City Sail, Inc.
(the care and maintenance of the 70 ft Schooner North Wind),
his church, and fundraising for various charities.
“Words can’t express our gratitude to Jack for his many years of
guiding our mission,” says Belinda Moore, President and CEO
of Bestwork. “We wish him all the best and thank him for nearly
two decades serving on the Bestwork Board.”

However You Phrase it, You Can Make A Difference!
Whether you leave a legacy, honor a friend with a tribute gift, or just plain make a donation, your
contribution to Bestwork helps us to carry on our mission. We not only provide employment
opportunities to people who are blind or visually impaired in a supportive work setting, but we empower
people who otherwise have a 70% unemployment rate.
Your donation is greatly appreciated and can have a real effect on people’s lives!
Go to www.bestworkindustries.org and hit the Donate Here button!

Bestwork supports the
United Way Work Place Campaign!
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Jim Howe’s Insight

Connect America
Connect America is the nation’s largest independent provider of medical alert
systems. They offer a variety of alert systems for people who are at risk of falling
or who may experience a stroke or heart attack. Their mission is to ensure that
customers reap the vital and life-saving benefits of living in a “connected world.”
They do this through various methods:
1) In-Home System – feel safer in the comfort of your home with a two-way speakerphone alarm base
(with or without a landline) and lightweight bracelet or pendant buttons. Just press the help button
on any device and an operator will respond immediately.
2) On the go Systems – Wherever life takes you, bring along the mobile medical alert system, which uses
GPS technology to identify your location. It includes a handheld mobile device, lightweight bracelet
or pendant buttons, carrying case, charging cradle and cord. Just press the help button on the mobile
device, bracelet or pendant and an operator will respond immediately.
3) Automatic Fall Detection System - Enabled with Automatic Fall Detection, your Medical Alert
bracelet or pendant can sense a fall and contact an operator immediately—even if you can’t press
your button. This feature is ideal for those at risk of falling, having a heart attack or seizure, or
experiencing a medical emergency that might result in a fall. It provides peace of mind not just to the
user, but also to his or her family members.
For more information on these and other products, call Connect America at 855-788-3949 or visit them
at www.ConnectAmerica.com.

Welcome New Board Chairman, John D. Shaw
Jack began his career as a teacher and then went
into business for 49 years. He served in various
leadership positions for non-profit organizations
including serving as Vice President of Operations for
the Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial, as
Communications Coordinator for the Greater New
Jersey Conference of the United Methodist Church,
and as Director of Operations for HOPE United
Methodist Church. Jack lives in Voorhees with his wife
of 48 years, Sue Ann, and is lucky enough to have his
daughter, son-in-law and two granddaughters living
across the street.

In October, John D. (Jack)
Shaw was voted in as the new
Chairman of the Board for
Bestwork Industries for the
Blind, Inc. Jack will be helping
to implement a comprehensive
and specific five-year plan
the Board of Directors has
approved, starting with restating
the basic mission, vision, and values of the company.
“The most important thing we can do at Bestwork is
continue the outstanding record the company has of
providing meaningful jobs for people who are blind
or visually impaired,” he says. “The decades-long
involvement of former Chairman, Jack Hughes, will
be a tough act to follow. Fortunately, the vision and
energy of CEO, Belinda Moore, and the dedicated
Bestwork staff guarantees that continuation.”
3
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Our mission is to provide
meaningful employment
for people who are blind
or visually impaired.

changing

the course of business

Check out our new website at
www.bestworkindustries.org.
The website is designed to enable
people who are visually impaired
to adjust the color, contrast, and
font size for optimal accessibility.
We welcome your feedback!
Like us on Facebook!
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Congratulations to David Skrivanek, newly installed District Governor for
NJ Lions Club District 16-L, who is presented with a proclamation by the
Camden NJ Lions Club.
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